
never attempted to maintain, and which he finds it comparatively
easy lo refute. I do not think it necessary to infer that Dr. Westis wilfully unjust to those he opposes, except perhaps so far asprejudice is wilful. Very truly yours,

L. Parks, Jr., M.D.Sept. 1th, 1855.

POISONING BY RHUS TOXICODENDRON (POISON IVY).
[Communicated Tor the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.]

On the third of August, I discovered upon a beach in Cohasset,
some plants of the Rhus Toxicodendron, from which I was desirous
of obtaining a specimen. I cut off one of the stems and carried it
home between the little finger and the ring finger of my left hand,
and in so carrying it, the cut end came in contact with my thumb,
just below the joint, and the juice formed a spot there which gradu-
ally darkened by exposure to the air. This spol was not acted on

by soap, and I preferred to let it remain, in order that I might ob-
serve the effects of the poison. On the 17th of August, I cut off
the skin and spot together. The stain seemed to have penetrated
the skin for quite a noticeable depth. On the twentieth, I observed
a small swelling appearing on the liltle ñnger, and, on the twenty-second, another was developed on the thumb. On this day-I
rowed a boat under a not sun. On the two.nty-tVi'vrd, tbe. swelling
had increased, covering the greater part of the lower joints of both
thumb and finger. I now applied a linen compress soaked with
coffee, and this I kept on for two days, eafing as usual, and taking
long walks. The swelling had disappeared on the twenty-sixth,
giving place to a sort of callus, which has since fallen off in the
form of a scab. A new skin has now covered both scars.

T. W. Clarke.Cohasset, Aug. 31, 1855.

CAMPHOR AN ANTIDOTE TO STRYCHNIA\p=m-\EXPERIMENT\p=m-\
FAILURE, &c. &c.

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]
Having read an article in the 51st vol. p. 476, of the Boston Medi-
cal and Surgical Journal, from Dr. Tewksbury, of Portland, Me.,
upon the antidotal effects of camphor upon the poison of strychnia,
I have been induced lo make an experiment with reference to it,
and report the result thereof in your Journal. On the 1st of May,
1855, I procured two dogs of equal size, age, and health, for the
purpose of experimenting. To the first, I gave 1 grain of strych-
nia, followed immediately by the administration of 2 drachms of
strong alcoholic tr. of cainph. ; in ten minutes, I gave another
drachm. In twenty minutes from the time it took the poison, it
fell, strongly convulsed, apparently dead ; the fit lasted five minutes.
When it recovered a little, I gave 2 drachms more of tr. camph. ;
in five minutes it had another fit, harder than the first, lasting ten
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minutes. It was scarcely recovered when it took another, and infive minutes died.
To the second, I gave 1-2 gr. strychnia, followed by 1 drachm

of tr. camph. In ten minutes, I gave another drachm ; and in ten
minutes, another. In five minutes from the last dose of camphor,
it had a light fit, which lasted but a few seconds. In ten minutes,
I gave a drachm more, which was scarcely swallowed when it was
taken with violent convulsions, and died in a few minutes.
In one hour after their death, I inspected ihe bodies. In both,

serous effusions were present in the head, and its vessels filled with
fluid blood. The lungs were in a highly congested state. The
heart and its vessels contracted and empty. The bodies of both
were flaccid, as soon as death took place. In the first, the stomach
was much inflamed, of a deep violet tint, the poison adhering to its
villous coat ; detected, by the addition of nitric acid, when it as-
sumed an orange-red, which soon passed to a golden yellow hue.
The stomach of the second was but little affected; none of the
poison could be detected on its coats. The intestines of both were
tied into a perfect knot. The first died in about 45 minutes from
the time it took the poison—1 grain of strychnia ; the second died
in 37 minutes, and took half the quantity of poison the first did.
The first took 5 drachms of tr. camph. ; and the second 4 drachms.
Was it the extra drachm of camphor that prolonged the life of the
first ? 1 think not.

J. E. Thompson.Bates Co., Mo., Aug., 1855.

OBSERVATIONS UPON SYPHILIS.
[Communicated for the Boston .Medical and Surgical Journal.]

The primary tendency of syphilis is to the cutaneous and mucous
tissues ; progressively, the fibrous formations, bones, muscles, ten-
dons and nervous structures, are invaded. These organs are all
subject to disorganization, and the destructive process even attacks
the parenchyma of viscera. Organic disease of the liver, larynx,
stomach, lungs, heart and brain, are engendered by syphilis.
Professor Dittrich, of Erlangen, has shown that the tertiary dis-

ease produces inflammatory action in the liver, proceeding to par-
tially organized exudations. Cicatrization sometimes ensues, and
sometimes suppuration.Syphilitic hepatitis is first evinced by jaundice, tumefaction in
the region of the liver, diarrhoea and dyspepsia. The sanguineous
engorgement is liable to extend towards the enfolding membrane
of the liver, and severe peritonitis may be the result. The adipose
tissue shrinks, the muscles are enfeebled, and weakness of the sen-
ses of sight and hearing ensues. The skin is livid or sallow, and
indicative of the cachexia. The blood disks are diminished, ane-
mia and asthenia are accompanied by palpitations, vascular mur-
murs, and throbbing headache, symptomatic of imperfectly filled
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